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SUBCHAPTER I—SHORT TITLE, DECLARA-

TION OF POLICY, AND DEFINITIONS 

§ 20101. Short title 

This chapter may be cited as the ‘‘National 

Aeronautics and Space Act’’. 

(Pub. L. 111–314, § 3, Dec. 18, 2010, 124 Stat. 3330.)

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES 

Revised
Section 

Source (U.S. Code) Source (Statutes at Large) 

20101 .......... (no source) 

Chapter 201 of title 51 restates the National Aero-

nautics and Space Act of 1958. Although short titles are 

generally eliminated as unnecessary in positive law ti-

tles of the United States Code, in this case it was sug-

gested that the short title ‘‘National Aeronautics and 

Space Act’’ be provided for convenience. 

§ 20102. Congressional declaration of policy and 
purpose 

(a) DEVOTION OF SPACE ACTIVITIES TO PEACE-

FUL PURPOSES FOR BENEFIT OF ALL HUMAN-

KIND.—Congress declares that it is the policy of 

the United States that activities in space should 

be devoted to peaceful purposes for the benefit 

of all humankind. 
(b) AERONAUTICAL AND SPACE ACTIVITIES FOR 

WELFARE AND SECURITY OF UNITED STATES.—

Congress declares that the general welfare and 

security of the United States require that ade-

quate provision be made for aeronautical and 

space activities. Congress further declares that 

such activities shall be the responsibility of, and 

shall be directed by, a civilian agency exercising 

control over aeronautical and space activities 

sponsored by the United States, except that ac-

tivities peculiar to or primarily associated with 

the development of weapons systems, military 

operations, or the defense of the United States 

(including the research and development nec-

essary to make effective provision for the de-

fense of the United States) shall be the responsi-

bility of, and shall be directed by, the Depart-

ment of Defense; and that determination as to 

which agency has responsibility for and direc-

tion of any such activity shall be made by the 

President. 
(c) COMMERCIAL USE OF SPACE.—Congress de-

clares that the general welfare of the United 

States requires that the Administration seek 

and encourage, to the maximum extent possible, 

the fullest commercial use of space. 
(d) OBJECTIVES OF AERONAUTICAL AND SPACE 

ACTIVITIES.—The aeronautical and space activi-

ties of the United States shall be conducted so 

as to contribute materially to one or more of 

the following objectives: 
(1) The expansion of human knowledge of the 

Earth and of phenomena in the atmosphere 

and space. 
(2) The improvement of the usefulness, per-

formance, speed, safety, and efficiency of aero-

nautical and space vehicles. 
(3) The development and operation of vehi-

cles capable of carrying instruments, equip-

ment, supplies, and living organisms through 

space. 
(4) The establishment of long-range studies 

of the potential benefits to be gained from, the 

opportunities for, and the problems involved 

in the utilization of aeronautical and space ac-

tivities for peaceful and scientific purposes. 
(5) The preservation of the role of the United 

States as a leader in aeronautical and space 

science and technology and in the application 

thereof to the conduct of peaceful activities 

within and outside the atmosphere. 
(6) The making available to agencies di-

rectly concerned with national defense of dis-

coveries that have military value or signifi-

cance, and the furnishing by such agencies, to 

the civilian agency established to direct and 

control nonmilitary aeronautical and space 

activities, of information as to discoveries 

which have value or significance to that agen-

cy. 
(7) Cooperation by the United States with 

other nations and groups of nations in work 

done pursuant to this chapter and in the 

peaceful application of the results thereof. 
(8) The most effective utilization of the sci-

entific and engineering resources of the United 

States, with close cooperation among all in-

terested agencies of the United States in order 

to avoid unnecessary duplication of effort, fa-

cilities, and equipment. 
(9) The preservation of the United States 

preeminent position in aeronautics and space 

through research and technology development 

related to associated manufacturing processes. 
(10) The search for life’s origin, evolution, 

distribution, and future in the universe.

(e) GROUND PROPULSION SYSTEMS RESEARCH 

AND DEVELOPMENT.—Congress declares that the 

general welfare of the United States requires 

that the unique competence in scientific and en-

gineering systems of the Administration also be 

directed toward ground propulsion systems re-

search and development. Such development 

shall be conducted so as to contribute to the ob-

jectives of developing energy and petroleum-

conserving ground propulsion systems, and of 

minimizing the environmental degradation 

caused by such systems. 
(f) BIOENGINEERING RESEARCH, DEVELOPMENT, 

AND DEMONSTRATION PROGRAMS.—Congress de-

clares that the general welfare of the United 

States requires that the unique competence of 

the Administration in science and engineering 

systems be directed to assisting in bio-

engineering research, development, and dem-

onstration programs designed to alleviate and 

minimize the effects of disability. 
(g) WARNING AND MITIGATION OF POTENTIAL 

HAZARDS OF NEAR-EARTH OBJECTS.—Congress de-

clares that the general welfare and security of 

the United States require that the unique com-

petence of the Administration be directed to de-

tecting, tracking, cataloguing, and character-

izing near-Earth asteroids and comets in order 

to provide warning and mitigation of the poten-

tial hazard of such near-Earth objects to the 

Earth. 
(h) PURPOSE OF CHAPTER.—It is the purpose of 

this chapter to carry out and effectuate the poli-

cies declared in subsections (a) to (g). 

(Pub. L. 111–314, § 3, Dec. 18, 2010, 124 Stat. 3330; 

Pub. L. 115–10, title V, § 507, Mar. 21, 2017, 131 

Stat. 50.)
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